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Collaborating for a Future Free from the Grip
of Malaria

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire: First baby receiving the new R21/Matrix-M® malaria vaccine, co-developed by the University of
Oxford and Serum Institute of India. Photographer Credit: Miléquêm Diarassouba

Demand for the RTS,S vaccine far exceeds supply,
so this second vaccine is a vital additional tool to
protect more children faster, and to bring us
closer to our vision of a malaria-free future

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General4

Today, less than two decades after the first Malaria Vaccine Technology Roadmap set a vision for an effective malaria
vaccine for children in sub-Saharan Africa, we celebrate the availability of two safe and effective vaccines that offer the
potential to add significant momentum in the centuries-long fight against malaria and this pressing public health challenge.
3,5,6

The R21/Matrix-M® malaria vaccine is one of the available vaccines.6 The R21 antigen was developed by the University of
Oxford and includes Novavax’s Matrix-M® adjuvant, which enhances the immune system response, making it broader and
more durable.7 The vaccine will be manufactured and distributed at large scale by Serum Institute of India. With the first
R21/Matrix-M doses just administered in July 2024 in Cote d’Ivoire, protecting children as young as five months, the
availability of the R21/Matrix-M vaccine is expected to significantly increase vaccine supply, making broad-scale
deployment across Africa possible.3,6 Cote d’Ivoire, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Mozambique, Nigeria, South Sudan and Uganda have received or are preparing to receive doses, with administration
expected in the coming months.8

Countless colleagues, healthcare providers and others have dedicated their careers to advancing these vaccines with the
potential to transform the trajectory of a disease that places immeasurable health and economic burdens on society.9 We
deeply appreciate the collaboration, expertise and resources required to address such complex health issues in an
interconnected world. Only by working together can we combat existing global public health challenges like malaria while
also preparing for emerging threats. For Novavax, this means ongoing participation in meaningful partnerships with leading
research institutions, government agencies, foundations and industry.

Despite this exciting progress, global efforts to control and eliminate malaria continue to face new obstacles. From
humanitarian crises to resource limitations, to the looming effects of climate change that are likely to expand malaria’s reach,
our work must continue. With the powerful combination of a collaborative spirit, innovative vaccines and advanced

https://investors.novavax.com/science-technology/matrix-m-adjuvant
https://investors.novavax.com/partnerships


adjuvants, we are collectively working toward a future free from the grip of malaria – and poised for what’s next.

References

1. Philips. Malaria. Available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28770814. [Accessed June 2024]

2. UNICEF. Malaria. Available at: https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/malaria.  [Accessed June 2024]

3. WHO. World Malaria Report 2023. Available at: https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-
malaria-report-2023. [Accessed June 2024]

4. Gavi. RBM Partnership to End Malaria welcomes WHO’s recommendation of world’s second malaria vaccine. Available
at: https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/rbm-partnership-end-malaria-welcomes-who-recommendation-worlds-second-
malaria-vaccine. [Accessed July 2024]

5. WHO. Malaria Vaccine Technology Roadmap. Available at: https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/malaria-vaccine-
technology-roadmap. [Accessed June 2024]

6. WHO. Malaria vaccines (RTS,S and R21). Available at: https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-
on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine.  [Accessed June 2024]

7. Stertman L, Palm AE, Zarnegar B, et al. The Matrix-M™ adjuvant: A critical component of vaccines for the
21st?century.?Hum Vaccin Immunother. 2023;19(1):2189885. doi:10.1080/21645515.2023.2189885 

8. UNICEF, Shipment of newest malaria vaccine, R21, to Central African Republic marks latest milestone for child survival,
Available at: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/shipment-newest-malaria-vaccine-r21-central-african-republic-marks-
latest-milestone ; [Accessed July 2024]

9. Andrade M, et al.The economic burden of malaria: a systematic review. Malaria Journal. Available at:
https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-022-04303-6. [Accessed June 2024]

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28770814
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/malaria
https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-malaria-report-2023
https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-malaria-report-2023
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/rbm-partnership-end-malaria-welcomes-who-recommendation-worlds-second-malaria-vaccine
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/rbm-partnership-end-malaria-welcomes-who-recommendation-worlds-second-malaria-vaccine
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/malaria-vaccine-technology-roadmap
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/malaria-vaccine-technology-roadmap
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/shipment-newest-malaria-vaccine-r21-central-african-republic-marks-latest-milestone
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/shipment-newest-malaria-vaccine-r21-central-african-republic-marks-latest-milestone
https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-022-04303-6
https://investors.novavax.com/perspectives-insights/rss-feed
https://investors.novavax.com/pdf/blogs/4141

